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The National Commission for the Fight against Genocide (CNLG) strongly condemns the
acquittal ofWenceslas

Munyeshyaka by the French judges

Again, the French justice has just indicated its position in supporting key people directly involved in the
genocide against the Tutsi. Indeed, after the submission of nonsuit to prosecutors in Paris on 08.19.2015,
it's the turn of the Correctional

Court to declare dismissal of genocide charges against the priest

Wenceslas Munyeshyaka.
Here we must remember that Priest Wenceslas Munyeshyaka

was involved in the genocide hence an

individual responsibility for the crime of genocide for having planned, instigated, committed or otherwise
aided and abetted others in the planning, preparation or execution of the genocide against the Tutsi.
The dismissal of charges against Wenceslas Munyeshyaka

is nonsense under law and justice. This

decision lays bare a French court which claims to be independent but serves as the protector of a political
and military class whose role has led to the genocide of more than a million Tutsi not only in 1994 but
also from 1990 and 1993 when France supported politically, fmancially, militarily and diplomatically a
notorious criminal regime.
In regard to this case, we should recall that it's France that rushed to request the transfer of Munyeshyaka
and Bucyibaruta cases and the lack of will to try Munyeshyaka

led to condemnation the country by the

European Court of Human Rights Man in 2004 for failure to comply with a judgment in a reasonable
time.
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As a matter of fact, for CNLG, this declaration of acquittal is a genuine judicial comedy tinted with
denial, and it only predict future impunity and the acquittal of several genocidaires who are comfortably
settled on French soil since 1994, with the granting of French nationality for several of them, which
becomes one of the major pretexts for refusing to extradite them to Rwanda.
It is equally illogical that France has consistently refused to extradite genocide suspects to Rwanda on the
grounds that the crime of genocide was not punishable in Rwanda in 1994. In fact, how could Rwandan
regimes of Kayibanda and Habyarimana punish the crime they committed themselves in 1959?
Similarly, such a justification

has no legal basis since the French law n

0

96-432 of 220d May 1996

adapted by the French legislation with the provisions of Resolution 955 of the United Nations Security
Council establishing an international tribunal to prosecute people responsible for genocide and other
serious violations of international humanitarian law committed in 1994 on the Rwandan territory and, as
regards the Rwandan citizens, on the territory of neighboring States, fits into the French criminal Code all
the offenses included in the ICTR Statute. However, the statute of that court states that its temporal
jurisdiction

is between January 1 and December 31, 1994 in Rwanda or in the territory of neighboring

States.
Its Article 1 states: "For the purposes of resolution 955 of the UN Security Council on 8 November 1994
establishing an international tribunal to prosecute persons responsible for genocide and other serious
violations of the international Humanitarian
citizens responsible

law committed on the territory of Rwanda and Rwandan

for such violations committed in the territory of neighboring

States, between

January and 31 December 1994, France should cooperate with that court as provided by this Act. "
Thus, in integrating the ICTR Statute in its own law, France has automatically

recognized that the

genocide committed against the Tutsi can be tried by its own courts or the courts of any other country in
which it would extradite suspected genocide perpetrators. Nothing therefore prevents the French courts to
extradite or try genocide suspects to Rwanda; ifnot political and not t legal reasons.
CNLG encourages plaintiffs to lodge an appeal against the order of dismissal of the investigating judge in
the case Wenceslas Munyeshyaka and condemns once again the aberrant decision which brings shame to
law and justice.
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