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The condemnation of Murwanashyaka Ignace and Musoni Straton, two leaders of the
Democratic Liberation Forces of Rwanda (FDLR), a new step in the fight against genocide
and terrorism.

Ignace Murwanashyaka and Straton Musoni are, respectively, president and vice president of the
Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda (FDLR). They were arrested in Germany in
November 2009 and prosecuted for war crimes and crimes against humanity committed in
eastern Democratic Republic of Congo.
They were sentenced, on 28 September 2015 to 13 and eight years in prison by a court in
Stuttgart, Germany. Both men were charged with 26 crimes against humanity and 39 war crimes
as well as commanding a terrorist organization abroad.
In its verdict, the court was convinced that "Straton Musoni and Ignace Murwanashyaka led
their troops on ground by use of e-mails and SMS and the troops blindly obeyed their orders
from Baden- Wurttemberg",
Murwanashyaka was convicted for leading a terrorist organization as well as war crimes
committed during five attacks perpetrated by the FDLR in eastern DRC. As for Musoni, he was
found guilty of leading a terrorist organization.

1. The facts implicating Ignace Murwanashyaka and Musoni Straton in the criminal acts
Under international humanitarian and criminal law, people who give orders to commit genocide,
crimes against humanity, war crimes and terrorism are criminally responsible. This is the
application of the principle of criminal command responsibility.
Murwanashyaka and Musoni were political FDLR leaders who gave orders from Germany, to
FDLR units based in the DRC. These orders were aimed at setting up an operation to destabilize
the Eastern DRC and Rwanda by creating a humanitarian disaster on civilians.
The ultimate aim of this disaster was forcing the United Nations to request the Government of
Rwanda to begin negotiations with the FDLR and recognize their status as a political actor, not a
genocidal group.
Murwanashyaka and Musoni had regular contact with FDLR top military commanders, including
their supreme commander, General Sylvestre Mudacumura.
Between September 2008 and August 2009, Murwanashyaka had 240 telephone communication
with FDLR military commanders based in the DRC (see report of the Panel of Experts on the
DRC, November 23, 2009, pa. 92).
Murwanashyaka and Musoni were taking direct political decisions for crimes committed against
civilians in the DRC, which means that the two men had effective control over FDLR troops in
the field.
2. A condemnation with much significance
Murwanashyaka

and Musoni were sentenced not as perpetrators

but to have remotely

commanded their perpetration from Germany where they live in exile.
This is a lesson to criminals that sponsor atrocities from abroad.
This is the first time that FDLR leaders are tried and convicted by a court of a foreign State.
One Callixte Mbarushimana had been arrested by France, then by the ICC but was released later
for "lack of clear evidence" of his involvement in crimes committed by the FDLR.

The condemnation of the FDLR leaders illustrates the genocidal and terrorist nature of the
organization and the obligation for all States to continue to prosecute all leaders and combatants
of the FDLR.
The recognition of the guilt of Ignace Murwanashyaka and Straton Musoni highlights the
mandatory obligation to arrest and try military FDLR commanders who remain at large.
3. The main FDLR combatants who must be stopped
Other FDLR genocidaires for whom arrest warrants have been issued continue to lead the
notorious group with all impunity. These include:
•

Maj. Protais Mpiranya, former commander of the presidential guard during the genocide
and leader of FDLR resistance committee in South Africa;

•

Esron Nyawenda alias Mukiza David, Chief of Staff of the Executive Committee of the
FDLR;

•

Sixbert Ndayambaje, alias Soso Sixbert, Member of the FDLR's executive committee;

•

Brig Gen Appolinaire Hakizimana, aka Amikwe Lepic or Poete, Commissioner in charge
of Defence and Security;

•

Martin Gatabazi alias Enoc Dusabe, Commissioner for mobilization and propaganda;

•

Brig Gen Leodomir Mugaragu aka Manzi Leon, chief of staff to Maj Gen Sylvestre
Mudacumura, commander of the FDLR;

•

Col Ezechias JB Gakwerere, FDLR sector commander in North Kivu;

•

Ladislas Ntaganzwa, former mayor of Nyakizu (Butare), wanted by the ICTR, who lives
under the protection of the FDLR in North Kivu;

•

Maj. Gen Aloys Ntawiragaba, founding member of the FDLR;

•

Co!. Anaclet Hitimana, alias Kabuyoya or Gasarasi Odilo, deputy commander of the
FDLR Reserve Brigade in North Kivu;

Other notorious genocidaire Felicien Kabuga sought by international justice, continues to fund
and support the criminal activities of the FDLR.
CNLG urges concerted efforts to arrest, try and punish those criminals who continue to terrorize
civilians and kill innocent people.

4. The FDLR has been repeatedly condemned by the UN.
The FDLR movement has been classified as a terrorist organization by the United Nations,
African Union, European Union, and the International Conference on the Great Lakes. Since 1
November 2005, and in several resolutions, including the resolutions 1596 and 1896, the UN
Security Council imposed sanctions on FDLR leaders.
In its Resolution 2150 (2014) adopted 16 April 2014 in 2154, the Security Council recalls that
the leaders and members of the Democratic Liberation Forces of Rwanda CFDLR) are among the
authors of the 1994 genocide against the Tutsis in Rwanda C...); It also recalls that the FDLR are
a group subject to sanctions imposed by the UN, which continue to promote and commit killings
based on ethnic factors and other massacres in Rwanda and the Democratic Republic of Congo,
and stressing that it is important to neutralize the group, as provided in resolution 2098 (2013).
In sentencing the two leaders of the FDLR, Germany merely implemented Resolution 2150
C2014) which calls on Member States to investigate and prosecute all those accused of genocide,
residing in their territory, including the leaders FDLR.

Conclusion
The conviction of two FDLR leaders Ignace Murwanashyaka and Straton Musoni illustrates the
"atrocities" committed by the FDLR in eastern DRC. It also illustrates that there is a real threat
of the FDLR to Rwanda and the region.
Indeed, the FDLR derive their actions in a genocidal background; the political line, ideas,
speeches and actions show that this is not a political party, but a dangerous force for the region
and a threat against international peace and security. This ideology was the basis for the genocide
against the Tutsi which it continues on foreign territory.
It must be remembered, the Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda CFDLR) lies its
foundation on a genocidal past, which is characterized by genocide, war crimes and crimes
against humanity. This genocidal force has continued to terrorize the people of the region,
killing, raping and abducting innocent civilians.

Being composed of genocidal forces who perpetrated the genocide against the Tutsi in 1994,
FDLR swear by blood, hatred of the Tutsi and the will to continue and to complete genocide they
left uncompleted.
Rape and sexual violence are used by FDLR as a means of warfare in South Kivu. They target
women in most cases, but also rape babies, the elderly men and women. These acts are often
accompanied bycruelties of all kinds (mutilation, torture ...). The rapes are committed in front of
family and even before the entire community.
Wherever the FDLR ravage, they leave behind several dead and wounded and take hostages. In
order to escape the massacres and rapes, normally people flee to more secure facilities. This was
the case when the FDLR attacked the village of Tchambucha, people fled to Walikale trading
center, and Itebero Karete while others had taken the direction of South Kivu. The same scenario
was repeated in Kashumo area where eleven civilians were killed by FDLR in South Kivu
province.
The National Commission for the Fight against Genocide therefore welcomes the decision of the
German court, a new step in the fight against genocide and terrorism.
It calls on all member states of the United Nations to follow suit.
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