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Concept Note for the 220d Commemoration of the Genocide against the Tutsi
1. Introduction
Every year from April 7th to 13th, in Rwanda and in all its diplomatic missions across the world,
events are organized to commemorate the genocide. This is a moment to pay tribute to those who
perished in the Genocide, and carry out various activities to support genocide survivors.
After the Genocide was stopped, the Government of Rwanda embarked on a journey of nation
rebuilding. Since then, the Government has been calling on all Rwandans and friends of Rwanda
to join hands in commemoration activities, and partake in the fight against genocide ideology.
It is in this regard that on 1 February 2016, at the Headquarters of the National Commission for
the Fight against Genocide

(CNLG);

representatives

from the government

and genocide

survivors' associations were convened to kick off the organization of the 22nd Commemoration
of the Genocide against the Tutsi.

2. Major Events

2.1 Events prior to the Commemoration period

1.

In collaboration with CNLG and other stakeholders, the youth under genocide survivors'
association

(AERG/GAERG)

will carry out different activities aimed at supporting

vulnerable genocide survivors
11.

In partnership with CNLG and other partners, the youth under (AERG/GAERG) will host
conferences and talk shows regarding memory preservation.

111.

There will be countrywide sensitization to build, refurbish and clean genocide memorial
sites.

2.2 Events during the Commemoration period
During the Commemoration week, events will be held to remember and pay tribute to the
victims of the Genocide.
Activities to be carried out include:
a) Descent burial of the remains of Genocide victims
b) Preparing

and participating

in discussions

and presentations

regarding

the

Commemoration of the Genocide against Tutsi
c) Lighting the "flame of remembrance"

at Kigali Genocide Memorial Center and

other memorial sites across the country to kick off the weeklong mourning week
and the 100 days of the commemoration period
d) Providing

support to genocide

survivors
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varIOUS forms including

moral,

financial and psychological support
e) A commemorative concert ''Ntacyambuza Kubibuka" will be held on 8 April
2016 at Serena Hotel.
f) Government institutions and non-government
organisations will carry out
activities and hold events to commemorate their former employees, students and
other members who perished in the Genocide
g) Rwanda's diplomatic missions in all parts of the world, Rwandans in the diaspora
will also organise events to pay tribute to the victims of the Genocide.

3. The Way forward for Kwibuka22
The article 3 oflaw n" 8412013 of September 11, 2013 punishes the crime of Genocide and other
related crimes. It defines Genocide ideology. It stipulates that "Genocide ideology shall be any
deliberate act, committed in public whether orally, written or video means or by any other means
which may show that a person is characterized by ethnic, religious, nationality or racial-based
with the aim to advocate for the commission of Genocide and support it. "
To encourage the fight against Genocide ideology, this year, commemoration events will be held
under the Theme "Kwibuka22: Fighting Genocide Ideology. "
Genocide ideology should be relentlessly fought because those who perpetrated the Genocide
against the Tutsi and their sympathizers have continued to deny it and distort the truth about
what happened. There should be mechanisms to deal with those who deny and trivialize the
Genocide. Researches, talks and discussions on the genocide and its prevention should be
encouraged to preserve its memory, continue the journey of nation building towards sustained
socio-economic transformation.
Genocide denial has been changing forms over time. Therefore, there is a need to preserve the
memory of the Genocide through keeping Genocide memorials clean and refurbished, as well as
enriching them with historical facts which narrate the story of how the Genocide unfolded.
Preserving the history of the Genocide helps in inspiring the younger generation to ensure that
what happened never happens against. It also helps them to better understand their role in
shaping the country's future; Rwanda, free-from injustice and all sorts of discrimination.
4. Venue for commemoration activities
On 7 April 2016, Kwibuka 22 events will be held at village level. Rwanda's diplomatic missions
abroad will also organise commemoration activities.
On national level, wreaths will be laid at the Kigali Genocide Memorial Center at Gisozi where a
'Flame of Remembrance'
days.

(Urumuli Rutazima) will also be lit. The latter will burn for a 100

On district levels, talks will be held in selected villages.
Commemorating

at village level reminds us that commemoration

is every Rwandan's duty. In

each village countrywide, the community gathers to remember the victims of the Genocide, and
learnt about its general history - with an emphasis on what happened in their neighborhood.
They also take time to visit and provide all kinds of support to vulnerable Genocide survivors.
This year, communities nationwide will also listen to the Kwibuka22 message.
Abroad, Rwanda's

diplomatic

missions

in collaboration

with the Rwandan

Diaspora will

organise commemoration events where they will be joined by friends of Rwanda.
On 7 April evening, night vigil will be held in all villages where Rwandans will come together to
remember the innocent lives lost.
The mourning week will officially end on 13 April 2016 with the commemoration of politicians
who were killed for standing up against the Genocide.
Commemoration

activities will continue for a 100 days in various parts of the country. These

will be concluded on 3 July 2016.
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